BLESS E-ISSN 2656-0518

Bilingualism, Language, and Education Studies Vol.5, No.2, July 2025

The Heartbreak’s Poetics : Metaphor and Symbolism in Bruno Major's
the Show Must Go On

Udur Delima Sibatuara
English Language and Culture Department Faculty of Language
Universitas Widya Dharma Pontianak
sibatuaraudurd5@gmail.com

Abstract

Figurative language can take many forms, and its meaning is not always dictated by its
constituent parts. This study aims to examines the use of figurative language in Bruno Major's
song The Show Must Go On, as well as how metaphor and symbolism provide emotional depth to
the lyrics' depiction of heartbreak. Music serves as a medium for both entertainment and
emotional expression. Figurative language is important in shaping how the lyrics are perceived
by the listener. This study seeks to examine "how metaphor and symbolism enhance the emotional
depth of heartbreak in the song" and "how many metaphor and symbolism are found in the
lyrics."The purpose of this study is to analyze the use of metaphors and symbolism in the lyrics of
the song The Show Must Go On by Bruno Major. The qualitative research employs a method to
examine the lyrics line. The data was gathered by listening to the song and categorizing the
metaphor (implied, visual, extended) and symbols (object, people, color, circumstance). The study
found that metaphor was commonly used in lyrics, particularly visual metaphors. Symbolism
appeared second, with the majority of symbolism being object-based. The researchers find that
metaphor and symbolism have an important role in increasing the emotional depth of sadness in
the songs. These findings serve as a good reference for English teachers, students, and song
listeners who are interested in how figurative language affects emotional depth. The song The
Show Must Go On combining multiple figures of speeches that help shaping the lyrics more unique
and expressing deeper emotion to the listener. The songwriter uses two figure of speeches such as
metaphor and symbolism in order to shape the emotion in the song lyrics. By using these two
figures of speeches, Bruno able to evoke a deeper heartbreak emotion of the character. The two
figures of speeches were found on the lyrics. There are three types of metaphor found in the lyrics,
such as implied, visual, and extended metaphor, and the symbolism found were, object people, and
situation symbolism, while colour symbolism was not found in the lyrics.

Keywords: figurative language, metaphor, symbolism, heartbreak, song analysis.

Introduction

Music has evolved to become an integral part of daily living, accompanying most
activities. Music serves as a way of communication and information sharing among individuals
and communities. Music serves numerous self-actualization functions. According to Khasanah
etal. (2024), Unlike most other kinds of communication that rely on symbols and words, music
offers its own form of communication through sheet music and lyrics. Melani et al. (n.d.) argue
that lyrics can be used as a potent communication tool, portraying precisely choreographed
events in order to catch public attention. According to Khasanah et al. (2024), Songwriters
employ beautiful words to express emotions such as rage, despair, and happiness, resulting in
unique songs that appeal to their target audience. In order to write a meaningful yet
communicative lyrics, songwriter must combine word, phrase, and sentence to form a song.
Songwriters are able to use different types of lyrics depending on what genre they are creating
for. Composers use beautiful pictures and emotional expressions in their songs to connect with

73


mailto:sibatuaraudurd5@gmail.com

BLESS E-ISSN 2656-0518

Bilingualism, Language, and Education Studies Vol.5, No.2, July 2025

audiences (Ricoeur, 2023). To indirectly communicate with their audience, composers employ
majas including personification, metaphor, repetition, and hyperbole (Nurlita et al., 2024). To
effectively portray emotion through song lyrics, songwriters must understand the use of
figurative language such as symbolism and metaphor. Symbolism is commonly found in songs
and poems. Symbolism is a way to show how you feel. For instance, "Sun" in a rational
explanation means a star in our solar system, while "Sun" in poetry means something happy
and joyful. According to Rosita et al. (2019), a symbol expresses a meaningful term in figurative
language that is used to illustrate a scenario using an item. Figures of speech enhance
communication by clarifying and emphasizing ideas and feelings. Keraf defines figures of
speech as language that conveys meaning indirectly through imaginative comparisons,
expressions, and descriptions.

Figures of speech are commonly utilized in literary works, such as song lyrics, to portray
deeper emotions beyond plain words, giving depth to the message. Figures of speech help
transmit complicated concepts more effectively (Nurgiantoro, 2010). and as in Agtob, figures
of speech are expressions that use specific comparisons or descriptions to connect with the
listener or reader’'s reasoning. A figure of speech is used to depict a situation or emotion in a
more expressive manner. Writers and songwriters use figures of speech to convey meaning
and elicit emotional responses from their audience. Figures of speech in song lyrics provide
aesthetic value and deep significance to deliver a message that resonates with both the
listener's head and emotions.

Figurative language helps songwriters communicate effectively with their audience.
Additionally, figures of speech in Indonesian have distinct functions and purposes in
communication. Examples of figures of speech are comparison, affirmation, allusion, and
repetition. Figures of speech are used based on the narrative's context and purpose. Each form
has unique properties. Using figures of speech in song lyrics can enhance the message's depth
and emotional appeal for listeners (Prayitno, 2011).

Metaphors, according to Lakoff and Johnson (1980), are widely used in various forms of
communication, including song lyrics. Humans employ metaphors as part of their thinking
patterns, not only in language but also in everyday life. Metaphors in song lyrics can convey
emotions that are difficult to explain with ordinary language. Metaphors in song lyrics can
express emotions like love, sadness, and hope in a more creative way. Composers use
metaphors in song lyrics to enhance the song's beauty, ease of understanding, and aesthetic
appeal. According to Langgeng Tri Yusniar et al. (2018), metaphor is a linguistic style that
compares and relates two things based on experience. Metaphor refers to using words to create
images based on similarities or comparisons, rather than their literal meaning. Metaphor is the
most concise and orderly form of comparison. "It contains two ideas: the first is a reality to be
thought of (the object), and the second is a comparison to that reality, substituting the latter
for the former."

Yulianda et al. (2021) found that previous research solely examined thematic
understanding and linguistic components of meaning, but did not address how metaphorical
majas are used to describe sentiments. Metaphors are typically used to describe something
indirectly by comparing it to something else, creating new meaning (Harto, 2020). The song's
metaphorical form enhances the expression and evokes strong emotions through symbolic
language. According to Prayogi and Oktavianti (n.d.), metaphors clarify abstract feelings for
readers and listeners. Other study states that metaphors can help make abstract topics more
concrete and understandable. Poets and musicians use metaphors to link things or ideas that
don't seem to have anything to do with each other. This lets them show how they feel in a
complicated way (Lakoff & Johnson, 2006)..

Songwriting has grown more interesting and visually beautiful through the use of
figurative language such as symbolism and metaphor. Figurative language helps songwriters
be more creative by letting them use and think about different kinds of words in their lyrics. By
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using figurative language, song lyrics would not be standard and gives an additional aesthetic
to it; it gives uniqueness all over the lyrics, adding a lot of word play and express the emotion
in the lyrics itself. As Bishop (2021) points out, every usage of metaphorical and symbolical
approaches allows the songwriter to use a diverse variety of terms.

This study intends to understand how metaphors and Symbolism can represent deep
emotions (Harnia, 2021), which uses lyric analysis to explore how metaphors and Symbolism
might effectively convey emotions and nuances to listeners in modern music (Perrine, 1956).
Bruno Major song mostly known for the use of figurative language; his song may not be easy to
understand for most of the people. Bruno uses a lot of figurative language in his song named
The Show Must Go On. Major use some complex metaphor and symbolism embedded in the
lyrics. In addition to its musical beauty, "Bruno Major's The Show Must Go On" offers an
opportunity to investigate language, culture, and emotions in art.

For the study, the following research questions were developed:
1. How do metaphor and symbolism enhance emotional depth of heartbreak in the song?
2.  What are the most metaphor and symbolism used in the Bruno Major’s “The Show Must
Go On”?

Methodology

The study employed a qualitative approach, including listening and recording
techniques, to examine the use of metaphors and symbolism in Bruno Major's "The Show Must
Go On'. This study intends to investigate the use of metaphorical figures of speech in lyrics to
portray profound feelings, in accordance with the premise of qualitative research that
interprets non-numerical data (Creswell, John W., n.d.). A qualitative approach was used to
investigate metaphor as an expression of emotion in song lyrics, allowing for a thorough
examination of subjective meaning and context. A qualitative approach was used to investigate
metaphor as an expression of emotion in song lyrics, allowing for a thorough examination of
subjective meaning and context. Lakoff and Johnson (2006) suggest that using textual data,
such as song lyrics, can uncover hidden linguistic patterns and emotional contexts. Qualitative
research provides insight into how metaphors are utilized to convey emotions in artwork.

This study takes the simak catat approach, which entails observing and capturing
essential components of lyrics posted on YouTube. This note-taking technique enables
academics to explore metaphors in depth and systematically by focusing on each line of lyrics
(M.S & Mahsun, 2017). This study applies the simak catat approach, which entails closely
scrutinizing the lyrics to Bruno Major's 'The Show Must Go On'.This technique encourages
transparency in data collection and management, reproducibility of results, and explicit
guidelines for evaluating metaphors in song lyrics.The major data was gathered by continually
listening to the lyrics and applying metaphors to the symbolic phrases in the lyrics. Data was
evaluated using content analysis to detect metaphors and meanings in music lyrics. The
investigation involved relating the connotative meaning of each metaphor to the intended
emotion (Krippendorff, 2004). The technique entails detecting metaphors and symbolism in
lyrics, capturing them in an organized manner, and managing the data transparently. Data is
categorized by metaphor type and symbolism, allowing for further study. The song are going
to be collected and download it from multiple sources including Spotify, YouTube, and YouTube
Music. The data was validated using theoretical triangulation, which involved comparing it to
other metaphor and emotion theories in the literature. This is intended to increase data
authenticity and enable accurate analysis (M.S. & Mahsun, 2017).

Findings and Discussion

Song lyrics represent the writer's thoughts, sentiments, and experiences through
carefully chosen words. The lyrics of Bruno Major's ‘The Show Must Go On’ use metaphors and
symbolism to communicate complicated feelings like appreciation, happiness, and hope. This
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debate will analyze the song's lyrics, emphasizing the usage of metaphors and symbolism, their
purpose, and how they express feelings to the audience.

Table 1 Lyrics of The Show Must Go On

Line 1 The credits roll, you got the girl

Line 2 The bad guy was defeated

Line 3 As Pet Sounds plays

Line 4 You drive into the sunset

Line 5 The crowd applauds, you take a bow

Line 6 It happened like you dreamed it

Line 7 You got everything you have ever wanted

Line 8 Cut the scene, it's 4:15

Line 9 You're staring at the ceiling

Line 10 It all feels out of your control

Line 11 You push it down so no one knows

Line 12 If you're always putting on a show

Line 13 You'll lose yourself before you know

Line 14 As easy lovers come and easy go

Line 15 So you wear the mask, go dry your eyes

Line 16 You keep it all locked up inside

Line 17 Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul

Line 18 And you'll tell yourself you must be strong

Line 19 'Cause the show must go on

Line 20 The endless race to validation

Line 21 Tell yourself you need it

Line 22 The ego's always hungry, so you feed it

Line 23 Keep alive the child's mind

Line 24 You nurture and believe him

Line 25 Your heart will tell the truth if you receive it

Line 26 It recently occurred to me

Line 27 That time on earth is fleeting

Line 28 Since none of us are in control

Line 29 We oughta learn to let it go

Line 30 If you're always putting on a show

Line 31 You'll lose yourself before you know

Line 32 As easy lovers come and easy go

Line 33 So you wear the mask, go dry your eyes

Line 34 You keep it all locked up inside

Line 35 Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul

Line 36 And you'll tell yourself you must be strong

Line 37 'Cause the show must go on

1. The Role of Metaphor and Symbolism in Enhancing Emotional Depth of Heartbreak
After found the figurative language used in the song, it is important to know how the
figurative language especially metaphor and symbolism give depth emotion of heartbreak in
the song. The important analysis of emotion give clear understanding of a song, so with the
known figurative language used in the song, the researcher will break down each line and
interpret it base on the figurative language use in the song. Figurative language not only known
to change meaning of a word. It can also use to evoke deeper emotion and also meaning in
poem and song. Therefore, with the help of figurative language such as metaphor and
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symbolism; song writer able to create a deeper meaning in each line of the lyrics; by creating
deeper interpretation the listener able to felt the emotion that the lyrics try to sent.

The following analysis of metaphor and symbolism on how they contribute to the

emotion depth of heartbreak in the song:

a.

Line 5 The crowd applauds, you take a bow

This line containing metaphor that use in the word or phrase “the crowd applauds” and
“you take a bow”. The phrase emphasized that in life people tend to give person
appreciation. Even though inside his heart, he felt broken.

Line 10 It all feels out of your control

The line 10 “it all feels out of your control” works as a metaphor. The “out of control”
showed that the character who has a heartbreak cannot controlled his emotion. This
metaphor help enhancing the emotion of internal suffer.

Line 11 You push it down so no one knows

The phrase indicating the use metaphor, especially appeared in the phrase “push it down
so no one knows” indicating the character treating his emotional heartbreak like an object
that able to be hid away. This metaphor represents how the character handles his
heartbreak, showing the character try to deal with it without expressing it, but the
character hides it themselves. This phrase contributes to the emotional heartbreak of a
character, showing common response dealt with heartbreak.

Line 12 If you're always putting on a show

The phrase in line 12 used metaphor, this used in the “putting on a show” showing that
despite having an emotional heartbreak, the character tend to live the normal life. This acts
out that the character hides his heartbreak. This suggest that the character try to live
normal life while having an emotional heartbreak. This lane contributes to show what is
the character emotion.

Line 13 You'll lose yourself before you know

The phrase uses metaphor as its way to express personality that will fade away. The line
“You'll lose yourself before you know” shows the character is hiding his inner emotion and
rejecting to share it expressively. By hiding it, the character will slowly lose his true identity
and causing deeper emotional heartbreak as the effect of it. The internal struggle that the
character suffers, will lead the character to lost his true identity, contributing to the
emotional heartbreak of the song.

Line 15 So you wear the mask, go dry your eyes

The phrases suggesting the use of two figurative languages, to word “mask” appeared as
symbolism use as an object of emotion isolation while metaphorically it act as a way the
character fake his emotion. This show generally that people tend to hide his emotion in
public rather than shows it.

Line 17 Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul

The phrase combined metaphor and symbolism. The word “pawn” represents as a
metaphor that able to be used and thrown away. and the words “heart” and “soul”
symbolizes true emotion of the character.

Line 20 The endless race to validation

The line here use metaphor, indicating that the character hunger for appreciation from
other. This will affect the character emotion to break. The phrase contributes to an action
of the character that affect the emotion.

Line 22 The ego's always hungry, so you feed it

The use of metaphor in the word “ego” helps visualize the starving emotion. The phrase
“the ego’s always hungry, so you feed it” emphasized that human always starve for starting
arelationship. This can also interpret to an emotion heartbreak that when the character is
involved in a relationship; the character tends to sacrifice everything that he has despite he
suffers it.
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j.  Line 23 Keep alive the child's mind
The use of symbolism showed on the word “child”. This word emphasizing that the
character is suggested to kept his innocence mind even though the character inner emotion
is broken.

k. Line 25 Your heart will tell the truth if you receive it
The use of the word “heart” suggests that his emotion is symbolizing an item or object that
can receive emotion such as affection and love.

l. Line 27 That time on earth is fleeting
The use of metaphor on the word “earth” suggesting that life has a limitation, same as
emotion, there are a limitation of it, that would not be able to withstand for a long period
of time.

m. Line 28 Since none of us are in control
The phrase emphasizing that emotion cannot fully be control. The metaphor appeared in
the word “none, “us” and “control” create a deeper meaning into the phrase, and indirectly
explains emotional limitations.

n. Line 29 We oughta learn to let it go
The phrase use metaphor to interpret the sacrificing of the character emotion. Indicating
that the character has suffer emotional burden, and the character deal it with abandoning
his inner emotion. The word “learn” suggest that the character must accept that his
relationship does not succeed, and followed by the phrase “let it go” encourage that the
unsuccessful relationship that the character felt, its time to release his feeling toward that
person.

o. Line 37 'Cause the show must go on
The use of metaphor and symbolism here interprets that the character must live his life
even though he feels an emotional burden. The word “show” here represents as a metaphor
and symbolism, emphasizing that the word explains about emotional endurance and life
that must keep going.

In summary, there is total of fifteen lines that contribute to the interpretation of
heartbreak in the song.

2. Metaphors found in the song
Metaphor is a figure of speech used to compare where there are two different objects
appeared unrelated. As it is mentioned by Novitasari (2021), metaphor is part of tool in
figurative language use to help writer of poem or song to alter meaning of a word. Altering a
meaning of a word can be used to determine whether the poem or song lyrics are unique. For
instance, the phrase “life is like a rollercoaster” this phrase emphasized the use of metaphor
where its comparing two unrelated things such “life” and “rollercoaster”. This phrase has a
metaphor meaning which life can goes up and down, whether it is being happy or sad. By
altering the phrase, the writer of a poem and song can create a unique way to express a
meaning, so the writer does not have to write an entire meaning text.
In the song of The Show Must Go On there are several metaphors found and used by the
songwriter such as:
a. The crowd applauds, you take a bow (Line 5)
The crowd here represent a life is a show and fill with judgement, whether you are doing a
good or bad impact to people surrounding you, while you take a bow here when people do
such a bad stuff, he must take a bow signing he is pretending that everything is fine, but
truly is not.
b. Itall feels out of your control (Line 10)
The phrase it all feels out of your control emphasize that life is being uncontrollable such
as feelings or even natural disaster. This creates a meaning that all of people action towards
their own life and experience is cannot be controlled.
c. You push it down so no one knows (Line 11)
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The phrase You push it down so no one knows point up that the person trying to hide his
inner emotions, employing that emotion is treated like a physical thing that able to be hide.

d. Ifyou're always putting on a show (Line 12)
The phrase If you're always putting on a show pointing that life is like a drama performer
in a stage that always act everything, whether it is physical, verbal or emotion. This
emphasize that when we live a life, we always try to fake out our emotion and physique just
to impressed other people.

e. Soyou wear the mask, go dry your eyes (Line 15)
The phrase “wear the mask” emphasizing the person not literally wearing a mask, but
metaphorically hide his true emotion.

f.  You'll lose yourself before you know (Line 13 )
The phrase You'll lose yourself before you know emphasizing that the person whom
constantly act out of his true identity and hide his emotion are going to lose his true own
characteristics.

g. Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul (Line 17)
The phrase Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul use of pawn and broken heart
emphasizing that the person is suggested to hide his inner emotion, and the use of sell and
soul here suggesting that the person must use fake identity and hide the real one.

h. The endless race to validation (Line 20)
This phrase emphasizing life is like an endless search of approval from other people such
as good one, and acceptance of situation or relationship.

i. The ego's always hungry, so you feed it (Line 22)
The use of ego act as a being that always hunger for attention, approval, and acceptance
from other being. This explains that human always search for an appreciation of others in
term of attention.

j-  That time on earth is fleeting (Line 27 )
Earth is a planet that already orbiting sun for over billion years, but in the phrase
suggesting that earth is fleeting which mean it has a short time. metaphorically the use of
earth here acts as a life; while fleeting means that everyone has a short time in life.

k. Since none of us are in control (Line 28)
The phrase suggesting that all of human being cannot control of what it already meant to
be, such as life that cannot be predict or fully controlled by us, and there always an external
factor that are out of control. This factor leads to an uncertainty of life and emotion towards
other and the person itself.

l.  We oughta learn to let it go Line 29
This line suggesting that people must let go or move on with their negative emotion and
bad habit in their life.

m. Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul (Line 35)
The phrase was repeatedly used to emphasized an emotional and physical burden in a
person

n. 'Cause the show must go on (Line 37)
The use of the show here acts as life that must go on, whether their things that we do not
like, accept, or causing an emotional breakout, the life must continue despite all the internal
and external event in our life.

From the data above found fourteen used of metaphor in the lyrics, which each line
interpreting different explanation towards emotions specifically emotional burden. From the
metaphors finding, researcher will separate them whether each line belong to implied, visual
and extended metaphor.

2.1. Implied metaphor
Implied metaphor is a metaphor used to compared two different things that unrelated to
each other, for example the phrase “he is the king of his own mind” stating that he has
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controlled towards his mind and behaviour. As it is stated by Puadah (2017), the use of implied
metaphor creating a special phrase that can be used to alter meaning of a phrase and sentence.
In short, implied metaphor help song writer creating their lyrics using unrelated object to
occurs a unique meaning. So In the line 5 The crowd applauds, you take a bow, there are no
literal description on the phrase “the crowds applauds”, nor explaining why the crowds
applauds and suddenly it said “you take a bow” this suggest that no explanation what
performance he does that led the person to bow in front of a crowds. This suggesting that the
use metaphorical word for pronoun “you” act as actor who performs in his life that pretending
everything was done successfully but it is not. Then Line 20 The endless race to validation, the
use of race and validation was unrelated. The phrase describes that life is like a race, but life is
not literally a race. While validation does not have an end to it. Metaphorically, the phrase tries
to interpret that life is a performance to claim a validation of emotions and acceptance towards
other people. Meanwhile Line 22 The ego's always hungry, so you feed it, ego here is treated
like a human that can starve and feel hungry for food, but literally ego is an emotion of human
that does not have any hunger. The line metaphorically describe that human ego always starves
for attention, compliment and validation from other people.

2.2. Visual metaphor

Visual metaphor is a metaphor that using an image to describe a meaning. The use of
visual metaphor helps creating playful and imaginative lyrics in song. As mentioned by
Ramadhika (2022), explains that visual metaphor uses representative images as a way to
describe a situation, feeling and meaning in a word, phrase or sentences. For example, the
phrase “life is like a razors blade” interpret that human life has a limited of time, like a razors
blade that can be only used once. As in Line 11 ‘You push it down so no one knows’, the
visualizing “push it down” as a way to hide inner emotion from other people, it emphasizes
“push” the emotion deep inside and hide it only for himself to know. Also Line 15 ‘So you wear
the mask, go dry your eyes’. Mask here use as a visualization of a fake identity of in person.
Metaphorically the use of “mask” visualizes a person that hiding his true identity for other
people to watch. Then Line 17 ‘Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul’, Metaphorically,
“pawn” serves as a visual device use by a person to achieve a goal. The phrase uses “pawn” as
an object for broken heart that able to be thrown way or used to sacrifice his heart and soul for
other people. Even in Line 22” The ego's always hungry, so you feed it” The use of ego here is
not literally an emotion but visualized as a being or species that can starve.

2.3. Extended metaphor
Table 2 Identified Metaphor

Type of metaphor Found metaphor Percentage
Implied metaphor 3 33,33%
Visual Metaphor 4 44,44%
Extended metaphor 2 22,22%
Total 9 100%

Itis the part of figure of speech that related to metaphor itself, but in standard metaphor
it is known the use of an object that are unrelated to each other to present a meaning and idea
while extended use unrelated object and elaborate it to a word, phrase, sentence, or whole text
to create a deeper interpretation of meaning. As it is stated by Atallah and Wibowo (2025),
extended use to create an entire deeper meaning in literary work by altering a single word or
whole literary text. For example, the phrase “life is like a boat” is metaphorically has a meaning
where life is filled with uncertainty, but with extended metaphor, the phrase can be
transformed into a whole sentence such “life is like a boat, where there always a challenges and
happiness that appeared in our life, creating a meaningful yet fun and sad experiences.
Therefore as in Line 5 “The crowd applauds, you take a bow” Metaphorically, the crowd here
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represent a people surrounding a person, while take a bow represent that he is happy the way
he act to other people but actually he is not. Also in Line 12 “If you're always putting on a show”.
This phrase occurs multiple time in the song, the phrase “putting on a show” is acting the
person try to pretending every experience in his life was fine. The most used figure of speech
is visual metaphor and there are four visual metaphors appeared in the song as shown on the
table 2.

3. Symbolism Found In The Song
Symbolism is a way of expressing an idea, emotion and meaning using an object. the use
of symbolism helps songwriter or poet to shape their writing more expressively; creating vivid
yet imaginary verse of word, phrase, and sentence. As it is mentioned by Subhan and Funck
(2019), the use of symbolism is to represent idea in form of object. Symbolism can appear and
express differently in difference culture, in Indonesia the red colour represents fighting spirit
while in China is represent as prosperity, luck, and positive energy. By using symbolism
songwriter able to evoke some object and use it to as a way to evoke emotion to the listener.
There are some symbolisms used in the lyrics The Show Must Go On such as:
a. The credits roll, you got the girl (Line 1)
The use of phrase “credit roll” symbolize an ending of a relationship to a person, or it can
be the ending of a life. Continuing the phrase “you got the girl” in drama movie, girl
representing a gratitude and happy ending.
b. Soyou wear the mask, go dry your eyes (Line 15)
The word “mask” symbolizes a hidden identity, meaning a person behind the mask was not
appeared to be his self, but pretending to be someone else. Following the second phrase
“go dry your eyes” this phrase continues to give a complete meaning the effect of using a
“mask”, that the person is not happy at all with the way he showed his identity to the public.
It is emphasized that the person has to fake his identity in order to achieve other
appreciation and affection.
c. Pawn your broken heart and sell your soul (Line 17)
The use of “heart” represents the person love and affection has been broken by others
resulting symbolize emotional pain. While “sell your soul” symbolize the person lost his
emotional affection. It is emphasized that the person had to sacrificed his inner feeling to
fulfilled other expectation.
d. The endless race to validation (Line 20)
The phrase “endless race to validation” symbolize that the person sacrifices his life just to
achieve other appreciation, and emotion connection. Furthermore, the phrase indication
that chasing of approval has no end.
e. Keep alive the child's mind (Line 23)
The use of the word “child” is showing that the person must keep his emotional purity. The
word “child” symbolize heart that is pure and innocence.
f.  Your heart will tell the truth if you receive it (Line 25)
This phrase symbolize especially “heart” explains that whenever a bad situation or
relationship appeared in life, his heart always appeared as an emotional core representing
love and affection.
g. 'Cause the show must go on (Line 37)
The word “show” symbolize life, life that must kept going despite any situation or emotional
experience the person felt towards his life. The phrase indicating that even though that
when his life is uncertain; he must live his life as it is.
Based on the data above concluded that there are seven symbolism found in the lyrics.
After found the symbolism, the researcher will separate each of the line into different types of
symbolism, such as object, people, colour and situation symbolism.
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3.1. Object symbolism

Object symbolism is part of symbolism that occurs by using physical object to represent
idea, for example “birdcage” interpret a meaning of isolation of emotion. According to
Aditiawarman and Rahmadani (2020), object symbolism using a physical item to represent an
idea. For example, “birdcage” represent individual emotional isolation. So, from the Line 15 “So
you wear the mask, go dry your eyes”,The object of “mask” represents an idea of hiding true
identity. By hiding it, the person can act out differently outside his true identity to achieve
approval, acceptance, and also appreciation from other. In Line 17 “Pawn your broken heart
and sell your soul”, The both word “heart” and “soul” represent different idea. The “heart”
represents an emotional feeling while “soul” representing emotional sacrifice. These both
phrases use “heart” and “soul” as an object to represent an emotion. And the Line 25 “Your
heart will tell the truth if you receive it”. The use of heart line 17 and line 25, appeared to be
center of affection, indicating that his “heart” is treated as an object to receive affection, love,
and appreciation.

3.2. People symbolism

People symbolism refers to the use of character as a representation of idea. People here
meant a character, such as man, boy, girl, woman, police, or judge. Each representation of a
character able to interpret different idea. As stated by Dewi et al (2025), people or character
able to be used as an addition of a word in order to create a deeper meaning toward literary
text. For example, character such as police or teacher can be used to represent good person.
For Line 1 “The credits roll, you got the girl”. The word “girl” symbolizes as an idea of a good
ending and an achieved goal in life. Then Line 23 ” Keep alive the child's mind”, The character
“child” symbolizes youthful emotion that surrounds by happiness, innocent, and pure emotion.
The adding of word “child” followed with “mind” shows that the person must keep his emotion
and mind pure and innocent.

3.3. Situation symbolism

Situation symbolism appears as the use of condition as a way to express idea and
emotion. As stated by Trisnantasari (2018), situation able to explain different idea and
emotion. Several condition can be used as an example of situation symbolism, such as rainy
day. Rainy day included as situation symbolism to represent an idea that the emotion
surrounding appears gloomy. For Line 1 “The credits roll, you got the girl”, as The phrase “the
credits roll” symbolizes that the situation come to an end. This means relationship situation
has ended either bad or good. Also )Line 37 ” 'Cause the show must go on”, The word “show”
here symbolizes as life that must goes on whatever the situation is. So, from the fndng above
there are three types of symbolism found in the The Show Must Go On song, as object, people,
and situation symbolism, but the colour symbolism was not found in the lyrics. The lyrics
mostly applied object symbolism which appeared for three time, and for other symbolism such
people and situation only showed two as shown on the table below.

Table 3 Identified Symbolism

Type of symbolism Found symbolism Percentage
Object symbolism 3 42,86%
People symbolism 2 28,57%
Situation symbolism 2 28,57%
Colour symbolism 0 0%
Total 7 100%
Discussion

This study analyzes metaphors and symbolism used in music lyrics of Bruno Major's ‘“The
Show Must Go On’.The result show that the most use of figure of speech was metaphor, with
the use of fifteen metaphors and there are seven symbolisms used in the lyrics. Visual
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metaphor appeared as the most used metaphor, with the total of four visual metaphor applied
in the lyrics. In addition, the use of symbolism, there are three especially object symbolism
used. Furthermore, the least metaphor used in the song was extended metaphor, and for the
symbolism people, situation was only used 2 times, and colour symbolism was not used in the
lyrics. The figurative language use in the research are based on the theory stated by Rezeki,
Laimena, and Que. The theory asserts that metaphor has three types of metaphor and four
types of symbolism, that is implied, visual, extended metaphor and object, people, situation,
and colour symbolism.

In analyzing visual metaphor that showed in the lyrics The Show Must Go On. According
to the theory, visual metaphor uses an object or visible thing to evoke emotion or describes
vivid imagery. In the line 15, the word “mask” visualizing an entire phrase as a way to hide
inner emotion, the character implicates that mask use to cover his emotion of heartbreak.
There is also second metaphor appeared named implied metaphor. This metaphor states that
use of an idea and meaning that are unrelate to create a deeper meaning in a word, phrase, or
sentence. In the line 20, the combination of the phrase “endless race” and “validation” was not
related to each other. The phrase “endless race” and the “validation” implicating that the
character emotion was chasing something that does not has an end to it. This interprets to an
entirely different meaning rather than its literal meaning. The visual metaphor uses in the line
20 help the songwriter interpret an entirely different meaning. and the third metaphor used
named extended metaphor. Extended metaphor explains that one word, phrase, and sentence
can be write into a whole text explaining the deeper interpretation. The song The Show Must
Go On use extended metaphor on the line 12 this phrase appeared multiple time on the lyrics,
the repetition of the phrase indicates emphasizing a deeper meaning. This is shown in the word
“always”, “putting”, and “show” explain that the character has to perform in his life.

Beside metaphor, there are also several symbolisms was occurred in the lyrics. The use
of symbolism helps songwriter to evoke meaning using a thing or an object that interpret
meaning. In the analysis shown that the most used symbolism was object symbolism, followed
with two other symbolism that is people and situation symbolism. The song writer uses object
symbolism to represent an idea. It shown in the line 15 the song writer uses an item “mask” to
represent that the character has two personalities and emotion. This shaping the lyrics strong
image. At the same time, the songwriter also used people symbolism in the lyrics. People
symbolism refers to the use of character in order to interpret meaning. This can be seen in the
line 23. The line emphasizing people symbolism on the word “child”. Child refers to people that
has pure emotion and innocent. This explains that the character has to keep his inner emotion
despite other bad experience he perceived.

From some symbolism such as object and people symbolism, the lyrics revealed the use
of situation symbolism. Situation symbolism refers to the use situation or event as a way to
interpret meaning. in the line 37, the word “show” explains the event in the lyrics. The event
explains life is like a show, where the character performs it in front of the crowd of people. The
people symbolism figurative language helps songwriter use an event into the lyrics to describe
an idea behind a situation. Furthermore, the last symbolism was colour symbolism. Colour
symbolism refers to the use of thing that has bright saturation to it. It can be red, black, or
white. In the lyrics, but there no found use of colour in the lyrics.

This research finding has similar result to the findings conducted by Yusnitasari et al
(2022), entitled An Analysis of Figurative Language on The Song Lyrics “You Are My Sunshine”
By Anne Murray found the use of metaphor and symbolism to interpret meaning of a word. The
result in the study found that the most used figurative language was metaphor and symbolism
was only found one and another research conducted by Sandy etal (2021), entitled An Analysis
Of Figurative Language In Selected Hardy’s Poems, found the use of metaphor and symbolism.
The paper showed that there was three metaphor found, and one symbol in the poem. The use
of figurative language in the song The Show Must Go On helps the lyrics interpreting several
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figures of speech to shape the emotional heartbreaks of the song. The songwriter, Bruno Major,
implicating that the character emotion was badly broken, that the character had to hide is inner
emotion by applying other personality. The fake personality that the character use slowly
erasing his true identity.

Conclusion

The song The Show Must Go On combining multiple figures of speeches that help shaping
the lyrics more unique and expressing deeper emotion to the listener. The songwriter uses two
figure of speeches such as metaphor and symbolism in order to shape the emotion in the song
lyrics. By using these two figures of speeches, Bruno able to evoke a deeper heartbreak emotion
of the character. The two figures of speeches were found on the lyrics. There are three types of
metaphor found in the lyrics, such as implied, visual, and extended metaphor, and the
symbolism found were , object people, and situation symbolism, while colour symbolism was
not found in the lyrics.

Based on the analysis, the metaphor that mostly used by Bruno was visual metaphor.
Visual metaphor appeared 44,44% in the lyrics. Furthermore, implied metaphor was found
33,33% and extended metaphor 22,22%. The songwriter uses these all metaphor to enhance
emotion for the lyrics. Symbolism is appeared in the lyrics for the total of seventh time. The
symbolism that mostly used by Bruno is object symbolism. Object symbolism appeared for
42,86%, and people symbolism found 28,57 %, situation symbolism found 28,57% while colour
symbolism was not used in the lyrics. The analysis found that Bruno tends to use more
metaphor rather than symbolism. The songwriter use metaphor to enhance lyrical writing.
Metaphor shapes the lyrics by comparing two unrelated object to cover a meaning. By
comparing two unrelated object the listener can deeply listen to the song and interpret the
meaning. Therefore, this state that metaphor can be used to shape lyric emotionally.

This research has implications for both the music industry and education. The findings
can serve as a reference for musicians to enhance the emotional appeal and universality of
their songs through effective usage of metaphors. This research can be used in education to
teach students about the use of metaphors as linguistic and aesthetic strategies. Research
findings can have a significant impact on both academic and broader behaviors. Cross-cultural
research could shed light on how different cultural contexts impact the use and interpretation
of metaphors in music. Comparing Indonesian music to other countries can provide a
worldwide perspective on the usage of metaphors in expressing emotions through
music. Expanding the research scope will enhance our understanding of the role of metaphors
in arts and culture.

References

Ahrens, K. (2012). Metaphor Analysis: Research Practice in Applied Linguistics, Social Sciences
and the Humanities by Lynn Cameron and Robert Maslen (Eds.) Metaphor and Symbol,
27(3), 259-261. https://doi.org/10.1080/10926488.2012.691 767

Anggiamurni, A. N. (2020). An Analysis Of Figurative Language In Poetry By Maya
Angelou. PANYONARA: Journal of English Education, 2(2), 149-160.

Bishop, D. (2021). Words Make The Music And Music Makes The Words'-Exploring And
Developing My Potential As A Singer-Songwriter.

Creswell. John W, & Creswell, ]. D. (n.d.). Fifth Edition Research Design Qualitative, Quantitative
and Mixed Methods Approaches. Gibbs, R. W. (2006). Embodiment and Cognitive Science.
Cambridge University Press.

Dewi, W. S. M., & Amrullah, A. (2025). Analysis Of Taylor Swift’s Selected Songs And The
Relevance To Gen Z By Using Symbolism Theory.

84


https://doi.org/10.1080/10926488.2012.691

BLESS E-ISSN 2656-0518

Bilingualism, Language, and Education Studies Vol.5, No.2, July 2025

Erlin, R. (2015). An Analysis Of Figurative Language In Emily Dickinson's Poems (Doctoral
dissertation, STAIN Ponorogo).

Fakeye David, O., & Amao, T. A. (2013). Enhancing Poetic Literature Instruction Through Stylistic
And Thematic Approaches. Studies in literature and Zanguage, 6(2), 1-6.

Field, T. (2017). Romantic Breakup Distress, Betrayal And Heartbreak: A Review. International
Journal of Behavioral Research & Psychology, 5(2), 217-225.

Fisher, W. A. (1929). What Is Music?. The Musical Quarterly, 15(3), 360-370.

Fornds, J. (2004). The Future Of Rock: Discourses That Struggle To Define A Genre. Popular
Music: Critical Concepts In Media and Cultural Studies, 2, 393-411.

Harnia, N. T. (2021). Analisis Semiotika Makna Cinta pada Lirik Lagu “Tak Sekedar Cinta” Karya
Dnanda. Jurnal Metamorfosa, 9(2), 224-238.
https://doi.org/10.46244 /metamorfosa.v9i2. 1405

Harto, D. B. (2020). Majas Visual (Majas Gambar/Gaya Bahasa Gambar).

Kasmi, H., Bina, S. & Getsempena, B. (2020). Kajian Majas pada Artikel Jurnalisme Warga
Serambi Indonesia. Jurnal Metamorfosa, 8(2), 219.

Keraf, G. (2009). Diksi dan Gaya Bahasa. Gramedia Pustaka Utama.oi, J., Song, J. H., & Kim, Y.
(2018, June). An Analysis Of Music Lyrics By Measuring The Distance Of Emotion And
Sentiment. In 2018 19th IEEE/ACIS International Conference on Software Engineering,
Artificial Intelligence, Networking and Parallel/Distributed Computing (SNPD) (pp. 176-
181). IEEE.

Laimena, M., & Que, S. R. (2022). An Analysis Of Figurative Language In Poems By Laksmi
Pamuntjak. MATAL: International Journal Of Language Education, 3 (1), 45-54.

Maoula, M., Simanjuntak, M. B, & Sihombing, J. (2022, May). Metaphor Analysis In Lost Stars By
Adam Levine. In Prosiding Seminar Nasional Inovasi Pendidikan.Montagu, ]. (2017). How
music and instruments began: A brief overview of the origin and entire development of
music, from its earliest stages. Frontiers in Sociology, 2, 8.

Onwuegbuzie, A. ., Leech, N. L., & Collins, K. M. (2012). Qualitative Analysis Techniques For The
Review Of The Literature. Qualitative report, 17, 56.

Pettersson, B. (2012). Literary Criticism Writes Back To Metaphor Theory: Exploring The
Relation Between Extended Metaphor And Narrative In Literature. In Beyond Cognitive
Metaphor Theory (pp. 94-112). Routledge.

Pinheiro, R. N. F. (2023). Past, Present And Future Jazz. International Review of the Aesthetics
and Sociology of Music, 54(2), 269-298.

Pradipta, N. B,, Jazuli, M., & Sinaga, S. S. (2023). Semiotics Of Music By The Band Pyong-Pyong As
A Tool For Social Criticism: An Analysis Of The Symbolism In The Lyrics Of The Album
Pigza. Journal La Sociale, 4(5), 402-412.

Puadah, A. (2017). An Analysis Of Metaphor In Edgar Allan Poe’s Poems (Doctoral dissertation,
[IAIN Syekh Nurjati Cirebon).

Rahmadhanti, R. W., Simanjuntak, M. B., & Sihombing, J. (2022, May). Metaphor Analysis And
Meaning Of The Song" Different World". In Prosiding Seminar Nasional Inovasi
Pendidikan.

Rahman, I. A. (2018). Metaphor Analysis On Students’ English Poems. English Language in Focus
(ELIF), 1(1), 1-8.

85


https://doi.org/10.46244/metamorfosa.v9i2.

BLESS E-ISSN 2656-0518

Bilingualism, Language, and Education Studies Vol.5, No.2, July 2025

Raisa, M., & Rufinus, A. (2017). A Study On Figurative Language Covering Simile, Metaphor,
Personification And Symbol In Poem. Jurnal Pendidikan dan Pembelajaran Khatulistiwa
(JPPK), 6(10).

Ramadhika, V. (2022). The Metaphor Analysis Of Selected Adele's Song Lyrics (Doctoral
dissertation, UIN Ar-Raniry).

Rodgers, S. (2017). Song and the Music of Poetry. music analysis, 36(3), 315-349.

Sandy, J. K., Natsir, M., & Asanti, C. (2021). An Analysis Of Figurative Language In Selected Hardy's
Poems. [lmu Budaya: Jurnal Bahasa, Sastra, Seni dan Budaya, 5(4), 847-858.

Setiawan, 1. (2014). Symbols In Robert Frost’s Poems (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Islam
Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim).

Subhan, Y. A, & Funck, C.]. (2019). Symbol Analysis In The Who Selected Song Lyrics. Eralingua:
Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Asing Dan Sastra, 3(1).

Syafitri, D., & Marlinton, M. (2018). An Analysis Of Figurative Language Used In Edgar Allan Poe’s
Poems. Linguistic, English Education and Art (LEEA) Journal, 2(1), 43-59.

Wibowo, H. (2025). Analysis of Metaphor in Harris Jung’s Songs. BRIGHT: A Journal of English
Language Teaching, Linguistics and Literature, 8(1), 20-30.

Yunanda, F., Pardede, Y. K. P., Wati, N. E., Deaparin, A. S., & Tafonao, A. E. K. (2021). The Analysis
Of Figurative Language In Song Lyric By Indina Menzel. Jurnal Basataka (JBT), 4(2), 129-
138.

Yunanda, F., Pardede, Y. K. P.,, Wati, N. E., Deaparin, A. S., & Tafonao, A. E. K. (2021). The Analysis
Of Figurative Language In Song Lyric By Indina Menzel. Jurnal Basataka (JBT), 4(2), 129-
138.

Yunanda, F., Pardede, Y. K. P., Wati, N. E., Deaparin, A. S., & Tafonao, A. E. K. (2021). The Analysis
Of Figurative Language In Song Lyric By Indina Menzel. Jurnal Basataka (JBT), 4(2), 129-
138.

Yusnitasari, V., Wangi, W., & Sugianto, Y. (2022, June). An Analysis Of Figurative Language On
The Song Lyrics You Are My Sunshine By Anne Murray. In LUNAR (Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 309-
322).

Zain, H. M. (2021). An Analysis Of Symbolism And Meaning Found In The Old Man And The Sea
By Ernest Hemingway. Sultan Agung Islamic University 2021.

86



